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(COLUMBUS, Ohio) — Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Lt. Governor Jon Husted today 

provided the following updates on Ohio's response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

K-12 SCHOOL GUIDANCE: 

Governor DeWine today announced new guidance for resuming school in the fall. 

"We know that each school system, and perhaps each school building, will likely look 

different in the fall.  We also know that Ohio has a long history of local control and that 

school administrators and teachers know their schools best," said Governor DeWine. 

"Working together and consulting with educators and other health officials, we have 

developed a set of guidelines, backed by science, that each school should follow when 

developing their reopening plans." 

The newly issued guidance report advises schools to vigilantly assess symptoms, wash 

and sanitize hands to prevent spread, thoroughly clean and sanitize the school 

environment to limit spread on shared surfaces, practice social distancing, and 

implement a face coverings policy.  

"Just as we have done in the business sector with employees, we are requiring school 

staff to wear face coverings to reduce the spread of the virus, unless it is unsafe or 

when doing so could significantly interfere with the learning process.  When face 

coverings aren’t practical, face shields may be considered," said Governor DeWine. 

"We strongly recommend that students in 3rd grade and up wear face coverings as 

well."   

Details on the new school guidance are available on coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

To assist schools in their efforts to implement the guidance, the Ohio Department of 

Education has created a document titled, “The Reset and Restart Education Planning 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


Guide for Ohio Schools and Districts,” which is designed to help teachers, principals, 

and administrators with solutions to safety challenges.  The document provides 

resources and information for community decision-makers as they contemplate how to 

reopen safely. 

The guidance announced today was developed in consultation with school 

superintendents, teachers, parents, the Ohio Federation of Teachers, Ohio Education 

Association, Ohio Association of Public School Employees, Buckeye Association of 

School Administrators, Ohio School Boards Association, Ohio Association of School 

Business Officials, Alliance for High Quality Education, and Ohio Association of Career 

Tech Education. 

Governor DeWine today also committed to working with the Ohio General Assembly on 

a plan to ensure that federal CARES Act dollars are made available to Ohio’s school 

districts for unforeseen expenses associated with creating a safe environment.  

PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY ALERT SYSTEM:  

Governor DeWine announced today that going forward, Ohio will maintain vital, 

necessary baseline orders to control the spread of COVID-19 while also implementing a 

new alert system.  

The Ohio Public Health Advisory System will provide local health departments and 

community leaders data and information to combat flare-ups as they occur in different 

parts of the state. The system consists of four levels that provide Ohioans with guidance 

as to the severity of the problem in the counties in which they live. 

"Our new Public Health Advisory System will help make clear the very real dangers 

happening in individual counties across Ohio," said Governor DeWine. "This is a color-

coded system built on a data-driven framework to assess the degree of the virus’ 

spread and to inform, engage, and empower individuals, businesses, communities, local 

governments, and others in their response and actions." 

Data Indicators:  

A county's alert level is determined by seven data indicators: 

1. New Cases Per Capita 

2. Sustained Increase in New Cases 

3. Proportion of Cases that Are Not Congregate Cases 

4. Sustained Increase in Emergency Room Visits 

5. Sustained Increase in Outpatient Visits 

6. Sustained Increase in New COVID-19 Hospital Admissions 

7. Intensive Care Unit (ICU) Bed Occupancy 

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


Additional measurements still in development include county-level data on contact 

tracing, tests per capita, and percent positivity.  

Detailed descriptions for each indicator can be found on coronavirus.ohio.gov.  

Alert Levels: 

 

Alert Level 1 Public Emergency (Yellow): Baseline level. County has met zero or one 

indicator. Active exposure and spread. Follow all health orders.  

 

Alert Level 2 Public Emergency (Orange): County has met two or three indicators. 

Increased exposure and spread. Exercise high degree of caution. Follow all current 

health orders.  

 

Alert Level 3 Public Emergency (Red): County has met four or five indicators. Very 

high exposure and spread. Limit Activities as much as possible. Follow all current health 

orders.  

 

Alert Level 4 Public Emergency (Purple): County has met six or seven indicators. 

Severe exposure and spread. Only leave home for supplies and services. Follow all 

current health orders.  

Counties that are approaching Alert Level 4 are indicated with a star. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vU3VtbWFyeS1BbGVydC1JbmRpY2F0b3JzLnBkZiJ9.9wnSBnVG-Qgi9RYNvnNhEg1n_RCPGF4hIT6DvvR3WDM/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l


 

Each alert level includes specific risk-level guidelines, including the requirement that all 

citizens comply with all health orders. 

Profiles for the seven counties currently categorized in Alert Level 3 can be found below 

and are also available on the new Ohio Public Health Advisory System website.  

• Butler 

• Cuyahoga 

• Franklin 

• Hamilton 

• Huron 

• Montgomery 

• Trumbull 

RESTAURANTS & BARS:  

Governor DeWine announced that the Ohio Department of Commerce’s Division of 

Liquor Control has granted over 300 expansion requests to bars and restaurants to 

allow patrons more opportunities to enjoy dinner or drinks in a safe environment. 

Liquor Control has been working with local jurisdictions to extend liquor permits to 

outside spaces next to bars, such as parking lots and sidewalks, to expand seating 

capacity outside to keep patrons socially distanced.   

"We encourage owners to continue to work with us and their local governments to come 

up with creative ways to expand their outdoor seating capacity so that everyone can 

stay safe and be socially distanced," said Governor DeWine. "I ask our restaurant and 

bar owners to continue to insist on social distancing and other efforts to control the 

spread.  This is absolutely vital." 

PRESUMED RECOVERED DATA: 

Lt. Governor Husted announced that "Presumed Recovered" is a new data point now 

reported in Ohio's COVID-19 data metrics shared on coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

"Many have been asking why the number of people recovered isn’t reported and that's 

because this data isn’t reported to the Ohio Department of Health, so we don’t have an 

exact figure," said Lt. Governor Husted. "However, we can presume what that number is 

based on the other data we have."  

Ohio's current presumed-recovered count is 38,987. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vQ09WSUQtMTktUmlzay1MZXZlbC1HdWlkZWxpbmVzLUdQLnBkZiJ9.cG4zdQsNMJ_eSK-zsaOekNa-aVw-uDapeseu87POPgg/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2NvdmlkLTE5L3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgtYWR2aXNvcnktc3lzdGVtLyJ9.ZEp2BPJlhdiVHW-gzs3Y-LWjRleUrr_ISyAkFPKzI18/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vcHJvZmlsZXMvYnV0bGVyLnBkZiJ9.Y0-xc5TBmfnOfDFhwYCqgBIaK3oHEBxCS4euqUW63uY/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vcHJvZmlsZXMvY3V5YWhvZ2EucGRmIn0.4h3P4ciVSkzptou24F4ttuBg4w4468h465J8lz9NKg8/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vcHJvZmlsZXMvZnJhbmtsaW4ucGRmIn0.bZxxpAdP1BTaM58RujC2qPFRru56zDwOXUjrh498s3g/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vcHJvZmlsZXMvaGFtaWx0b24ucGRmIn0.KysYJHWIvU3kiZFFOwbg6z3jeuaC4tNx1735cS5pNA0/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vcHJvZmlsZXMvaHVyb24ucGRmIn0.gMDoCoO2AprD5W_Q1MCP1vNomWOQZzOSMPg_8ukBcn4/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vcHJvZmlsZXMvbW9udGdvbWVyeS5wZGYifQ.iyGNE-mFvzrCpHrtfFoTDZO1Xckch8fwsMZ4hENfTtE/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3N0YXRpYy9PUEhBU00vcHJvZmlsZXMvdHJ1bWJ1bGwucGRmIn0.t8for7H1tJclgReVYjSF2TTw0LLkA_UhginMq4-95Ug/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l


CURRENT CASE DATA:  

Due to technical issues, current COVID-19 data is temporarily unavailable. Ohio's 

updated data will be posted at coronavirus.ohio.gov as soon as it is available.  

Video of today's full update, including versions with foreign language translation, can be 

viewed on the Ohio Channel's YouTube page.  

For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 

1-833-4-ASK-ODH. 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDIuMjM4NDA2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJIdHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292In0.X0p75oMQow12XWzIhbC3OPWSjbYJZjzZbYfnKKJ9lC8/s/953904115/br/80647967326-l
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..h1TJe2Rq84ivIRoTc5--0CSknD9WOQranOWFs1wqvrg%2Fbr%2F76675249291-l&data=02%7C01%7Ccatherine.sulecki%40governor.ohio.gov%7C776adaed663b4983649008d81ecdee5a%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637293217102646737&sdata=l7yPkzC5a3oQUtPwl4YRURmwShhghjJzV9jyzj7pEV0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..R_ynRHXbSrOH37zaqM5Mauq6VvIT_rMyqLaEQgq9LsA%2Fbr%2F76436228066-l&data=02%7C01%7Ccatherine.sulecki%40governor.ohio.gov%7C776adaed663b4983649008d81ecdee5a%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637293217102656735&sdata=qmvZrtK9FSh1aKMHm1emZzAzLLAl1ptiLg%2FHFR8Tw30%3D&reserved=0

